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Product: MenuMachine
Manufacturer/Vendor/Developer: Big Bang Software
MSRP: $45.00

Review date: 14 April, 2004

PULL QUOTE: “excellent results with nice looking and easy to use menu navigation”

DESCRIPTION (What's it do? What's it got?): If you've ever wanted to create those cool
pull-down menus in your web pages, but don’t want to spend hundreds of dollars on
animation or design classes, MenuMachine does a great job of producing excellent results
with nice looking and easy to use menu navigation.

MIN. SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS: GolLive 6.0.1 or later (incl. CS)

FIRST IMPRESSIONS: With a modest learning curve to get rolling, | was very
impressed by how well this software works. Getting the “hang of it” is the key. Once |
created one or two test pages, | found it easier to begin using animation, images and text to
create really fluid and more interesting navigation on some sites.

LIKES : As a plug-in for GoLive, this requires no extra steps to launch. The output is as
nice as your imagination will allow and you can use, as mentioned, text, images, animation
and a variety of colors to create some wonderful effects that aren’t over done or the ol’
standby mouseover-type buttons (which I still like when done properly).

DISLIKES : Call me old-fashioned, but | still create pages with single templates instead of
the (and | know its wonderful) site creation in GoLive. While | understand that this is an extra
step, it is my preference and MenuMachine requires that you create your site as a site
under GoLive. I'd love to see a stand-alone version of this software.

HOW DOES THIS PRODUCT COMPARE? : With Macromedia Studio MX at around
300.00 (I prefer GoLive, but that’s another article altogether), this is a great way to make
your site look really professional.

WHO MIGHT ENJOY THIS PRODUCT? If you have GoLive 6.0.1 or later and would
like to add pull down menus, this is your baby.
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FINAL THOUGHTS: When GolLive guru, Deb Shadovitz suggested that | try this
software, | wasn't sure if | would really want/need/use it. Boy, was | wrong. MenuMachine is
not the easiest in the beginning, but it is in the end. | actually installed it under GoL.ive 6.0.1
and didn’t have a chance to work with it until | had GoLive CS. The install was easy, the
QuickTime tutorial and documentation are terrific, and I'm glad to be able to create web sites
that are current and functional when keeping up with technology is so critical as a web
designer. Thanks Deb!

OVERALL RATING: 4 out of 5 VERY GOOD
For more information, visit: http:/www.menumachine.com/
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